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Early Childhood Education

1-in-10 low-income Texas 
children (0-5) live in a 
child care desert.

56% of child care workers 
qualify for at least 1 form 
of public assistance due 
to low pay.
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Child Care Deserts before Covid
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Early Ed Policy Goals

1. Increase access to care;

2. Support the child care workforce; 

3. Enhance and strengthen our early 
childhood education system.
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PreK-12 Education

59% of Texas students 
are economically 
disadvantaged.

51% of Texas students 
are at risk of dropping 
out of school.
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Chronic Absenteeism

• Texas does NOT currently define chronic absenteeism. 

• Chronic absenteeism negatively impacts a student's ability to 
learn and decreases the likelihood that s/he will graduate on 
time, which hinders Texas’s ability to meet the goals laid out in 
the 60x30TX strategic plan. 
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PK-12 Policy Goals

1. Define chronic absenteeism in the Texas Education Code as a student 
who misses 10% or more of instructional time within an academic year for 
any reason. 

2. Add chronic absenteeism to the 
“at risk” category as a duplicated 
count. 

3. Ensure reporting. Require that TEA 
report chronic absenteeism as an 
indicator.
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Digital Divide Among Texas Students

Analysis shows the 
highest concentration 
of child poverty, lack 
of access to online 
learning, and low-
performing schools
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4. Collect and use data to understand 
connectivity, gaps in learning, and areas 
in most need of resources

5. Expand access to broadband internet 
and technology to all students

6. Protect state funding for public education 
so all students have access to quality 
education

PK-12 Policy Recommendations
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6. Protect state funding for public education so all students 
have access to quality education

PK-12 Policy Recommendations

HB 3 (86th Texas Session)

• Full day Pre-K
• Early learning academies
• Longer school year
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Health & Well-Being 

1 in 5 uninsured 
children in the 
U.S. is from 
Texas.
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Maternal Health in Texas

Texas continues 
to struggle with 
high maternal 

morbidity &
mortality rates.

Texas’ Medicaid provides 
insurance to low-income, 
uninsured women while 
they are pregnant, but 
this coverage ends 60 

days after delivery. 

Onset of postpartum 
depression (PPD) 
typically does not 

occur until at least 4 
to 6 weeks after 

delivery.

DSHS data suggests 
this loss of insurance 

coverage 
contributes to the 
under-diagnosis of 
PPD and difficulties 

accessing care.
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1. Extend Medicaid coverage to 
increase the number of Texans 
with health care access, including 
12-month health coverage for 
mothers postpartum

2. Provide 12-month continuous 
Medicaid Coverage for children

Health Policy Goals
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Equity & Racial Disparities

1 in 5 Texas children  
live in poverty but for 
Black children, it is 
nearly 1 in 3 and for 
Latinx children, it is 
nearly 1 in 4. 
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Equity and Racial Disparities

In Texas, the infant mortality 
rate for black babies is 2x
as high as that of white or 
Hispanic babies.

4 of the top 10 US cities with 
the largest gaps between 
whites and all students of 
color are in Texas: Austin, 
Dallas, Houston, & Fort 
Worth.

Black children are nearly 2x
as likely to be investigated by 
CPS in Texas, and nearly 2x
as likely to be removed as 
compared with white 
children.  

While African Americans 
make up roughly 13% of the 
population in the United 
States, studies have shown 
that they account for nearly 
60% of COVID-19 related 
deaths. 
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Equity and Racial Disparities

Multiple agencies work to help Texas families achieve a quality standard of 
living, however, not all Texans are faced with the same opportunities due 
to systemic racism. 
States must play a role in addressing systemic racism

• The Texas Legislature currently lacks a formal process to 
determine the impact a proposed law (bill) will have on 
racial disparities in the state
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Policy Priorities

1. Require the Sunset Advisory Commission to 
assess the agency’s efforts to reduce racial 
disparities when under review.

2. Require Childhood Racial Disparity Impact 
Statements at the request of the lieutenant 
governor or speaker of the house of 
representatives. 



Human Trafficking & Child Exploitation

Approximately 80,000 youth are 
sex-trafficked in Texas each year.

35,000 children across Texas 
attend public schools within 1,000 
feet of a suspected Illegal 
Massage Business.
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Underlying Dynamics

Primary drivers of 
vulnerability
• Lack of healthy, 

trusted 
relationships

• Economic 
necessity



1. Prevent children from becoming 
vulnerable to traffickers by 
collaborating and working across issue 
areas to address root causes

2. Increase economic opportunities and 
supports for survivors of human 
trafficking. 

Anti- Trafficking Policy Recommendations
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• Preparation
• Personal Visits
• Public Hearings
• Testimony
• Op-ed’s
• Public Rallies

ADVOCACY 
STRATEGIES



• Research the issue—we will 
help! 

• Are there key players?
• Know the opposition.
• Have a clear message.
• Have an ask….what do you 

want?

BE PREPARED



• Get familiar with your 
elected officials and their 
stands.

• Gain support, there is power 
in numbers.

• Personal contact is most 
effective.

• Don’t be intimidated.
• Be brief but informative and 

precise.
• Be patient—advocacy is a 

process.
• Start now!

KEY TAKEAWAYS



ADVOCACY ALERT S  & S IGN-ON'S
If you haven't already, sign up for C@R advocacy alerts!

https://childrenatrisk.salsalabs.org/AdvocacyAlerts/index.html
https://childrenatrisk.org/advocacy/


For questions or comments 
contact:

Caroline Roberts
Associate Director of Policy and Staff Attorney

CRoberts@childrenatrisk.org

mailto:CRoberts@childrenatrisk.org
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